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SUMMARY:  
As an appendix to this covering report is the Council’s external auditors, 
Grant Thornton, recommendations made under section 24 schedule 7 of 
the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and management response. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS:                                                                               
That Council: 
(a) considers the report from Grant Thornton dated 14th March 2022; 
(b) accepts the five recommendations set out on pages 11 to 14 of the 

Grant Thornton report; and 
(c) agrees the actions to be taken, in response to the recommendations, 

as set out in the ‘management response/responsible officer/due 
date’ column on page 11 to 14. 

 
1.     BACKGROUND 
 

1.1. The external auditor’s responsibilities are to give an opinion on the 
financial statements and assess the arrangements for securing 
economy, efficiency and effectiveness in the Council’s use of 
resources. The auditors also have additional powers and duties under 
the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 to make written 
recommendations.  

1.2. The auditors have concluded that it is appropriate to make written 
recommendations under section 24 of the Act; details are set out in 
the attached report. 

1.3. Council is asked to consider the report and accept the 
recommendations and actions to be taken set out in the 
management response/responsible officer/due date’ column on page 
11 to 14 of the report. 



2.     COMMENTS AND CONSIDERATIONS 
 
1.4. EIA Comments: N/A 

1.5. Climate/Environmental Impact Commentary: N/A 

1.6. Policy Framework: N/A 

1.7. Other consultee comments, if any: N/A 

2. LGR COMMENTARY  
 

2.1. N/A. 

3. STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS 
 
3.1. The Monitoring Officer’s comments are: Grant Thornton’s 

responsibilities are to give an opinion on financial statements and 
assess the arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and 
effectiveness in Copeland’s use of resources. They also have powers 
and duties under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 
including powers to make written recommendations. They have now 
decided to issue formal Recommendations under section 24 and 
schedule 7 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014. The 
Council is required to consider the recommendations at a public 
meeting of the Council and to decide whether the recommendations 
are to be accepted and what, if any, action to take in response to 
these recommendations. 

3.2. The Section 151 Officer’s comments are: included in the appendix to 
this report. 

 
List of Appendices  
 
Appendix A – Section 24 Statutory Recommendations 
 
List of Background Documents: None


	SUMMARY:
	As an appendix to this covering report is the Council’s external auditors, Grant Thornton, recommendations made under section 24 schedule 7 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and management response.
	RECOMMENDATIONS:
	1.1.	The external auditor’s responsibilities are to give an opinion on the financial statements and assess the arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in the Council’s use of resources. The auditors also have additional powers and duties under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 to make written recommendations.
	1.2.	The auditors have concluded that it is appropriate to make written recommendations under section 24 of the Act; details are set out in the attached report.
	1.3.	Council is asked to consider the report and accept the recommendations and actions to be taken set out in the management response/responsible officer/due date’ column on page 11 to 14 of the report.
	1.4.	EIA Comments: N/A
	1.5.	Climate/Environmental Impact Commentary: N/A
	1.6.	Policy Framework: N/A
	1.7.	Other consultee comments, if any: N/A
	2.1.	N/A.
	3.1.	The Monitoring Officer’s comments are: Grant Thornton’s responsibilities are to give an opinion on financial statements and assess the arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in Copeland’s use of resources. They also have powers and duties under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 including powers to make written recommendations. They have now decided to issue formal Recommendations under section 24 and schedule 7 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014. The Council is required to consider the recommendations at a public meeting of the Council and to decide whether the recommendations are to be accepted and what, if any, action to take in response to these recommendations.
	3.2.	The Section 151 Officer’s comments are: included in the appendix to this report.
	List of Appendices
	List of Background Documents: None

